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IV. Of the Nature of Silk# as it is made 
in Piedmont, Communicated by William Agli- 
onby, Efy\ F.K.S. V. Two Fropofitions 
defired to be Anfmxed. Vf. Part of a Let' 
Ur from Mr. LI wid, to Dr. Tancrpd Robin- 
fon, F.RS. Concerning a Figured Stone found 
in Wales : With a Note on it, By Hans 
Sloane , M. D. 



h An Obfervatim concerning a 'very odd fynd 
of Dropfy, or Swellings in one of the Ovaries 
of a Woman^by Hans Sloane, M, Z>. 
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Rs. Browne, Aged about Twenty nine, of a San* 
j., m _ guine Complexion, bad been Married about Four 
Years , in which time ihe had had one Child : her Belly 
fweli'd , and ihe thought me was with Child ; flie had 
often great Hyfterick Fits, fomerfiing like thofe of an 
Epilepfy, lying in her Fit fometimes without fenfe or 
Motion, at other times with great Screaming and idle 
talk. Thele, with proper Remedies, were removed 
at feveral times with difficulty. Coming to be about 
fix Months gone with Child (as {he thought) ihe be- 
gan to have fome doubt whether it were fo or not, be- 
caufe (he had her Catamenia very regularly : I was of 
Opinion me was not with Child, and would have treat- 
ed her with Steel, and Purgers of Water, as.Hydropi- 
cally difpofed Bodies require,- but ihe fancying ihe felt 
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the Child ftir, put a flop j© that Courfe, and went on 
expe&ing the good Hour, having prepared all things 
for the Child to be Born, and herfelf during her Lying- 
in. She delayed the propofed Method, for three or four 
Months beyond Nine, thinking-Hie had counted wrong; 
but ai lait flbe was perfwaded to Medicines, and under- 
went a very ftriti Courfe, as for Hydropick People ; 
her Legs did not fwell nor pit, her Belly was unequal, 
and the Swelling more of the Right-fide, fo that the Na- 
vel was thruft over to the other, or left fide. She had 
alio refolving Plaifters applied to her Belly , but all 
in vain, excepting that with much Anxiety, Gripes, and 
Trouble, fo much Water might be evacuated, as to 
bi.ng down her Belly three or four Inches ,• ihe then 
'consulted other Phyficians and Quacks, but in vain j 
and finding her Breathing very difficult, and reduced 
to a very narrow compafs, (he hearkened to a Tapping, 
or a Paratentefn , which was propofed by fome as 
what would be the means of her Recovery. This was 
after a fui'-able Prognoftick refolved on, and performed 
atfeverai times, by difcharging great quantities, of firft 
a liinp-d thick Serum, as whites of Eggs, infipid^and 
coagulable into the like Subftance by heat j it came af- 
terwards to the Colour and Confidence of thin Honey, 
and Coagulated on Evaporation. In fome time Ihe fell 
imo a Fever, with a great Thrulh, Hickups, and in about 
Ni ie days dyed. Out of whole Body, when Directed 
auer Dea*rj, was discharged fome Buckets of the fame 
Wastry Subft&nce that had been difcharged by the Pa' 
racemefis ; part of this was floating in the Aldomen. 
but tar the greater voided out of great and thick Bags, 
fome of which were as large as the St.omach, others 
fmaller, many of them rotted to pieces, and all of them 
in the right Ovary or Tefticle : the Vterm, Tuba FaBo- 
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piana, and every thing die being found, baring the 
Omentum which was quite confumed $ what was very 
ftrange was, that feveral Bags of the larger fize, in 
this Ovary, contained others (mailer within them ; and 
thofe who were larger, were filled with a Mellaginous 
Liquor j thofe final ler with one like Whites of Eggs. 
Here and there between were Apoftems, which were 
but fmall, and filled with yellowMatter. TheXJall* 
Bladder was full of feveral Triangular yellow Stones. 
She was very lean all over her Body, and never had 
her Legs fwell or pit j nor the noife of Water on her 
ftirring in Bed, till fome fmall time before the Paractn* 
tefis, when ftie fell into Co great an Orthopnea, that (he 
could not,unle(s ere#, Breathe. 
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